
 
       

 

 

 

  

DDP Annual Report 

July 2017 – June 2018 

• Downtown Investment July ’17 - June ‘18  
o 8 projects representing $82M in completed investments 

 Highlights: Current Hotel, EICC Urban Campus, Pershing Hills Lofts, Armored Gardens, Stardust,  
Adler Marquee, Ruby’s/Panini & Friends Building 

o 9 projects representing $48M in construction currently underway 
 Highlights: Gordon Van-Tine Lofts, Paradigm, 321 E. 2nd Street, Hibernian Hall, ROAM, Fierce 

Photography, Riverfront/Main Street Landing 
o $93M+ in planned future projects (7+ projects) 

 Highlights:  KAHL/Capitol Theatre, YMCA, TAG Building, Riverwatch, Bucktown Lofts,  
Radisson renovation, MidAmerican renovations  

o $545 Million invested downtown since 2000 
o 14 new, retained, or expanded businesses 

 Highlights: Armored Gardens, Urban Farmhouse, Ruby’s, Stardust, UP Skybar/Viva, Polished, Van’s  
o Downtown Food & Beverage Sales Tax Receipts reach $1.1M; nearly double since 2012 receipts 
o DDP awarded $44,710 in façade grant funds to 4 projects leveraging $194,000 in private investment 
o DDP awarded $34,168 in Commercial Interior Improvement grant funds to 2 properties leveraging $371,448  

 
• Major Project Milestones 

o Eastern Iowa Community College completed new Urban Campus  
o With the opening of Current Hotel, the $60M City Square project spanning from Main to Brady on 2nd Street 

is now complete 
o 6 historic buildings renovated via the completion of Current Hotel, EICC Campus, Pershing Hills Lofts, 

Armored Gardens, and Stardust 
 

• Government Affairs 
o Successfully advocated for continuation of State and Federal Historic Tax Credit programs 
o Downtown was approved as a Federally designated Opportunity Zone  
o Applied downtown for designation as a State of Iowa Cultural & Entertainment District  
o Assisted City with updating downtown Design Guidelines 
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• Downtown Residential Report  
o 1,392 Total Units, 137 market-rate units under construction, and 184 market-rate units planned 

 Pershing Hills Lofts opening represents total completion of Warehouse District renovation 
o Occupancy remains high with projected unmet demand through 2020 – full housing report available at 

downtowndavenport.com  
o Downtown market ripe for owner-occupied condo development 

 
• Livability & Physical Environment Improvements 

o Partnered with Figge Art Museum and RDG Planning & Design to further enhance design of  
Riverfront Main Street Landing  

o Installed artistic welcome sign near Arsenal Bridge 
o Pending downtown L.E.D. light pole upgrade agreement with City of Davenport  
o Advocated for Complete Streets initiatives including 3rd & 4th St. two-way traffic, bike lanes, and Railroad 

Quiet Zone designation 
 

• Workforce Attraction/Retention and Quality of Life  
o Launched new Alternating Currents fest featuring live music, comedy, film and visual arts.   

 Inaugural year featured Ben Folds and over 100 performances across downtown 16 venues  
o Produced Street Fest, Red White & Boom, and Icestravaganza, drawing thousands of visitors downtown 
o Music Scene continues to grow with addition of Stardust Event Center, Raccoon Motel, Adler Marquee and 

performances every week across variety of venues  
o Daily social media interactions across all major platforms highlighted by 12,025 “#downtowndavenport” 

hashtag impressions this year 
o First Quad Cities “TED Talk” hosted downtown, FIGGE Underground event launched, Bi-State QC Pride 

Parade hosted inaugural festival, downtown retailers featured nationally on Independent We Stand, and 
Food Truck community continues to grow  


